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Trinity Family, 
It’s been a long time since March 15th, as that date was the last time we gathered 
together in worship here, and also around the time quarantines and cautious 
approaches to life and livelihoods began.  In that long 2 ½ months, many have made 
the best of situation as individuals and families.  As we give thanks the vast majority 
have stayed healthy, all have felt different emotions along the way.  With everything 
experienced and with everything felt, the Lord has continued to be with you.  Romans 
8:38-39 reminds us, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Though many have been separated from extended family and friends and “normal” 
ways of life, and separated from each other as His body the church physically together 
to receive His gifts and grow in our fellowship together in His Word, neither a pandemic 
nor the emotions and experiences felt along the way can separate or have separated us 
from God still active and caring for each and every one of us in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
Though cautious approaches to countless things in our community and lives rightfully 
remain, we feel the time is right to offer worship together again beginning the weekend 
of June 6/7.  Between the governor’s past declaration of churches allowed to reopen 
with proper distancing measures taken, and in recent and ongoing consultation and 
personal conversations with our own local county and community public health officials, 
we are confident we can provide a safe and sanitary environment for those who choose 
to attend worship services.   
 
With all things, we strongly encourage each individual and family to make the decision 
that is right for you and your circumstances in life.  If age or underlying health conditions 
are a cause of concern, please wait until you feel comfortable.  It’s understood many 
may feel a sense of unease, and we want to assure everyone that Trinity leadership has 
taken a very serious and measured approach to all the precautions and logistics in 
preparing for this time.  Though there are too many protocols to list here (and many will 
be verbalized at the time we’re together), some things to be aware of are: 

- Every other pew will be taped off, which leaves about six feet from one seated 
pew to another. 

- Worship times will remain the same (Saturday 5:30/Sunday 9:00).  If we find 
issues are had with giving enough space for all in attendance, an additional 
service on Sunday will be added. 

- Services will be briefer in comparison to “normal” times.  Everything will be 
paperless (no bulletins/pew pads/etc.).  Singing will be had but limited as well.   

- There will be no greeters or ushers, and outside doors will remain propped open 
for coming and going.  Elders will assist in finding properly distanced seating as 
needed.  Families of five or more will have their own pew.  Spacing will be had 
for smaller families seated on one end of a pew with singles/couples on other 
end.  Three to four single individuals/two couples can be seated spaced out in 
one pew. 
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- Hand sanitizer stations will be found at many places throughout the sanctuary. 
- Dismissal following worship will be staggered with front of the church seating 

exiting the front door near the offices, and back half using the double doors.   
- Communion will be offered the weekend of June 13/14.  Safe and sanitary 

procedures will be explained and demonstrated at that worship service.   
- PARENTS- please prepare your children as you best feel appropriate.  Some 

things to share with them include: there will not be a children’s message up front 
until further notice; kids’ bags and children’s bulletins will not be in circulation 
(bring your own items as needed from home); and though friends haven’t been 
seen for awhile, close interaction is discouraged. 

- Conversations/extra fellowship are encouraged to take place outside following 
worship with safe distancing had. 

- Offering plates will not be passed, and plates will be placed at the back and in 
front of the sanctuary to place contributions when entering or exiting as people 
are so moved.  Online giving will remain an option through our website. 

- If you are the least bit ill, please do not consider attending.  
 
Again, many more parameters we will be taking could be shared, but please know we 
have been intricately preparing for public gathering and will continue to do so as long as 
state and community measures remain in place.  If not comfortable attending, each 
service will continue to be recorded and posted to our website (trinitycherokee.org).  In 
the past weeks, prerecorded services have been made available by Saturday.  Moving 
forward, they will most likely not be posted online until Sunday.   
 
Through this time, a big thank-you needs to be shared for all those who have continued 
to faithfully support Trinity and our ongoing ministry to members and community through 
your prayers, financial support, and various ways of volunteering in serving others.  
Together even though apart, Christ’s church on earth has continued doing what it does 
in sharing and living the saving Gospel message through our words, actions, witness, 
and service, and we are confident that will continue on strongly. 
 
If any questions are had, or any further clarifications sought, please contact the church 
office anytime.  We look forward to seeing some again in person soon, and pray the 
Lord’s continued presence, guidance, grace, and blessings to each of you each day. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Riggert 

Other News: 
We congratulate our active Trinity high school graduates and their class of 2020, 
including Courtney Aden and Megan Kellen. 
We pray blessings upon the 8th graders who will be confirmed in a private service with 
families on May 31st:  Madison Jorgensen, Alex Kohn, Tristyn Korleski, Paris Mendez, 
Lance Pingel, and Henry Retleff.   
Though a unique and delayed time, we rejoice with them and pray God’s guidance in 
their continued growth in the life of faith through the years ahead! 


